Risk Factors Associated with Chronic Absenteeism
What are the risk factors?
Multiple risk factors can contribute to students
missing school. Children living in poverty are about
two times more likely to be chronically absent due to
food insecurity and the lack of unstable housing and
transportation. Students are more likely to be
chronically absent due to neighborhood violence and
a negative school climate.

Health and Chronic Absence
Poor health is another risk factor associated with chronic absenteeism, especially for children
living in poverty. These absences are often excused. Health related causes include chronic
disability, oral health, and asthma. Asthma is one of the most common health related illnesses
linked to school absenteeism. Asthma rates of children living in Baltimore City is more than twice
the national average. On a national level, Baltimore has one of the highest rates of pediatric
hospitalizations for asthma.

Chronic Absenteeism by County
What are the Outcomes for Chronically Missing
School?
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Students who are chronically absent are less
likely to reach reading proficiency at the end of
third grade
By sixth grade, absenteeism over several years
is an early warning sign on whether a student
finishes high school
By ninth grade, absenteeism is a better
prediction of whether a student graduates from
high school than eighth grade test scores.

20%
15%
10%
5%
0%

References
Attendance Works. (n.d.). Chronic absence: The problem. Retrieved from
https://www.attendanceworks.org/chronic-absence/the-problem/
Attendance Works. (2016). Chronic absence: Our top pick for the essa school quality or student success
indicator. Retrieved from
https://attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/ESSA-Brief_083016-revised.pdf
Attendance Works. (n.d.). Where are the nation’s chronically absent students found? Retrieved from
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=7f567623f36744dda5ad339aba32aca2
Baltimore City Health Department. (n.d.). Asthma. Retrieved from
https://health.baltimorecity.gov/node/454
Bauer, L., Liu, P., Schanzenbach, D., & Shambaugh, J. (2018). Reducing chronic absenteeism under the
every student succeeds act. Retrieved from
http://www.hamiltonproject.org/papers/reducing_chronic_absenteeism_under_the_every_student_succeed
s_act
Center for Disease Control and Prevention. (2018). Most recent asthma data. Retrieved from
https://www.cdc.gov/asthma/most_recent_data.htm
Eck, K. V., Johnson, S. R., Bettencourt, A., & Johnson, S. L. (2016). How school climate relates to
chronic absence: A multi–level latent profile analysis. Journal of School Psychology, 61, 89-102.
Retrieved from https://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How_SchoolClimate_relates_to_chronic-absence_attendance_works_1-s2.0-S0022440516300607-main.pdf
The Hamilton Project. (2018). Chronic absence across the united states, 2015-16 school year. Retrieved
from http://www.hamiltonproject.org/charts/chronic_absence_across_the_united_states
Stempel, H., Cox-Martin, M., Bronsert, M., Dickinson, M., & Allison, M. Chronic school absenteeism
and the role of adverse childhood experiences. Academic Pediatrics, 17. Retrieved from
https://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Attendance-Workschronic_absenteeism_and_ACEs.pdf

