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The jurisdictions that are home to school districts with high concentrations of students living in
poverty tend to be the same jurisdictions with high rates of low-income adults participating in
the state lottery. The correlation isn’t unique to Maryland—in fact, most lottery tickets in America
are purchased in the poorest neighborhoods.
Americans who make less than $10,000 annually spend an average off $597 (6% of their total
income) on lottery tickets.1 Nationally, places with high populations of residents of color tend to
have more lottery ticket sales than predominantly White areas.2 This is less a personal decisionmaking issue than it is a disturbing phenomenon—about 20% of Americans believe that winning
the lottery is the only way they can acquire savings.3 It is hard to deny that lottery systems rely
heavily on the participation of low-income adults.
Given that information, House Bill 1326 poses an equitable pathway to supplementing school
funding. By giving local boards of education a pro-rated share of the total unclaimed state
lottery funds each year, Maryland would be a pioneer in how it operates its gaming and
education systems. This way, a portion of the funds spent by low-income adults of color on
lottery tickets end up reinvested in Maryland schools with high concentrations of poverty—
which tend to serve students of color.
In light of the estimated costs of the Kirwan Commission’s recommendations over the next
decade, it makes sense to look for as many innovative funding streams for our schools as is
possible. HB 1326 is an interesting step in the right direction and for those reasons ACY urges a
favorable report on this bill.
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