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Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on House Bill 1263- Family Law—Child
Abuse and Neglect—Definitions. Advocates for Children and Youth (ACY) supports this bill.
SB 996 makes two important changes to Maryland’s child abuse and neglect definitions. First, it
adds “a person who, because of the person’s position or occupation, exercises authority over the
child” to the individuals covered by the physical and sexual abuse definitions. This will ensure that
children can receive the services anytime an adult who has authority over them abuses them.
Currently, if there is a coach and an assistant coach, the assistant coach might not be covered by
our definitions, and SB 996 closes that loophole.
SB 996 also clarifies that when a child suffers a mental injury, he or she is protected by the child
abuse and neglect definitions even if there was no intent to harm that child. This is important
because often mental injury occurs when a parent has serious mental health issues, and might not be
intending to cause mental injury to their child, but nonetheless, that child is suffering, and needs the
protections a Child in Need of Assistance can provide. Mental injury cases are very rare in Maryland.
In State Fiscal Year 2016, there were 9,739 neglect cases (for 20,558 children) all across Maryland.1
During that same period, there were only 20 findings that mental injury had occurred (7 were
indicated findings2 (which is 0.14% of all indicated findings)) and 13 were unsubstantiated findings (or
0.34% of all substantiated findings)).3 While the mental injury cases are rare, it is essential that children
who suffer mental injuries are protected even if their caretakers did not intend to harm them.
We urge this Committee to issue a favorable report on SB 996 to ensure that children who need
the protections from our child welfare system can receive them.
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