
 

 

The percent of students suspended in 2008-09 

dropped twelve percent from the prior year and fell 

to the lowest level in more than a decade. Baltimore 

City, Montgomery County and Prince Georgeôs 

County accounted for more than 80 percent of the 

change. Baltimore County bucked the statewide 

trend and now has the highest suspension rate 

among Marylandôs largest school districts. The 

number of students receiving multiple suspensions 

also fell. Racial disparities narrowed, reversing 

several years of increases. Key success factors 

included district leadership, more restrictive policies 

on use of out-of-school suspensions, rewards for 

positive behavior, training of teachers in classroom 

management, more in-school services for chronically 

disruptive students, use of data at the school and 

district levels and conscious targeting of racial 

disparities.
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