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School Suspensions Drop Sharply

Three Districts Lead the Way; Baltimore County Rate Remains High

Executive Summary

The percent of students suspended in 2TD8
dropped twelve percent from the prior year &b
to the bwest levelin more than a decadBaltimore
City, Mont gomery Count
County accounted for more than 80 percent of the
changeBaltimore County bucked the statewide
trend and now has the highest suspension rate
among Mar yl ahod distictdTler g e
number of students receiving multiple suspensiorj
alsofell. Racial disparities narrowed, reversing
several years of increas&ey succesgactors
included district leadershiporerestricive policies
onuse of oubf-school suspenmsns, rewards for
positive behavior, training of teachers in classroo
management, more-school servicefor chronically
disruptive studentsse of data at the school and
district levelsand conscious targetirg racial
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Suspension Trends

Over 60,000 K-12 students were suspended during
the 2008-09 school year—one in 14 students.' The
7.3 percent suspension rate is the lowest level since
1995-96.

Percent of K-12 Students Suspended:
Statewide
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School Year

! Maryland State Department of Education, Suspensions,
Expulsion, and Health Related Exclusions, Maryland Public
Schools 2008 — 2009 (Dec. 2009).
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ANNAPOLIS — 3 CHurcH CircLE / AnnaPOLIS, MD 21401

Baltimore City and Montgomery and Prince’s
George’s Counties led the improvement, accounting
for more than 80 percent of the statewide change.

e Montgomery County saw a 38-percent decrease,
a n avithR,000 feweretudd€dte sospegded 6 s
e Prince George’s County saw a 22-percent
decrease, with 2,900 fewer students suspended;
e Baltimore City saw an 18-percent decrease, with
S 1,600 fewer students suspended.

Baltimore County saw a small increase in school
suspensions. It now has the highest suspension rate
for a large school district in Maryland.’

Multiple Suspensions

The number of students receiving more than one
suspension during the year fell sharply, to the lowest
level this decade. Many jurisdictions saw drops;
Baltimore City, Prince George’s and Montgomery
accounted for 80 percent of the statewide decrease.

Multiple Supensions - Statewide - Pre-K-12
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2 For more data by school district, see www.acy.org.

5’; ADVOCATES FOR

CHILDREN & YOUTH
www.acy.org




Racial Disparities

African-American students were 2.3 times more

likely to be suspended than White students, but this

disparity narrowed after several years of widening.

Hispanic students are now less likely to be

suspended than White students. Montgomery,

Howard, Garrett and Worcester Counties had the

largest disparities, with African-American students

more than four times as likely to receive -

suspensions.” - -

African-American vs. White -
% Students Suspended -
2003-04 to 2008-09
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The decrease in suspensions in Baltimore City,
Prince George’s County and Montgomery County -

suspensions.

“ Dr. Jerry Weast, Superintendent, memo to the
Mont gomery County Board of Ed
Success for Every StudénReduction o f Suspensiains

ing (Sept. 8, 2009).
Prince Georgeods County Public
Reduction Task Force, AFi ndin

(Aug. 27, 2009)
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