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Prince George’s Families Need Additional Services To Reunify

Family Teams Can Overcome Parental Resistance to Required Services

Executive Summary

Prince George’s County parents whose children
were removed from their homes because of abuse or
neglect received the full package of court-ordered
reunification services in 26 percent of cases during
the critical first six to eight months following
removal. The more intensive the service, the less
likely the parent was to receive it. Advocates for
Children and Youth used court records to do an
unprecedented and extensive review of all cases
during a four month period in Prince George’s
County, which has the second highest number of
children in foster care of the State’s 24 jurisdictions.
Parents resisted delivery of services in some
instances. In other cases, the services were not
available. To improve the delivery of reunification
services, parents need to be more involved in the
selection of the services, and family support teams
are needed to help ensure that parents receive the
services. The Governor needs to provide the Prince
George’s Department of Social Services with
sufficient funding for services to parents seeking to
keep or regain custody of their children, and the
Department and courts need to be sure that the
services are truly necessary and cannot be provided
while the child remains at home.

Background

Abused or neglected children are removed from their
homes when a parent is unable to provide adequate
care or safe conditions. Children may be placed in a
variety of out-of-home settings, including with
relatives, in foster homes or in group care. In most
cases, this removal is designed to be a temporary
measure until the problems precipitating the removal
can be resolved.

In order to facilitate reunification with parents,
families are supposed to receive targeted,
individualized services to meet their needs. Issues
like substance abuse or untreated mental health
conditions often underlie maltreatment. In other
cases, parents may not have the financial means to
provide for children, resulting in neglectful
conditions. In either situation, services can be
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provided to help stabilize families and ensure
children can return home safely as soon as possible.

The first six to eight months after a child is removed
from his or her home are particularly critical in
maximizing the likelihood of family reunification.
The longer a child remains in foster care, the harder
it is to maintain the bond between the parent and
child.

Prince George’s County has the second highest
number of children in foster care. The jurisdiction
with the highest number, Baltimore City, is under
significant scrutiny because of a consent decree
following litigation. As such, Advocates for
Children and Youth felt it would be helpful to
explore a critical issue relating to Prince George’s
families.

Advocates for Children and Youth examined the
extent to which services identified as needed for
reunification of families in Prince George’s County
were in fact provided during the critical first six
months after a home removal.

Methodology

Advocates for Children and Youth used court
records to do an intensive examination of cases.
ACY secured a court order to look at the records of
Children in Need of Assistance (CINA) who were
removed from a parent’s care in Prince George’s
County. The court’s cooperation reflects remarkably
well on the willingness of the Prince George’s
County courts to allow for an independent
examination of reunification efforts."

The Children

The study examined a// children who met the
following criteria:

e The child was removed from a parent’s care
between January 1, 2009, and April 30, 2009,
for more than four days;

! Under state law, a court can authorize access to court records
for “good cause,” and ACY agreed to maintain the
confidentiality of the records.
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