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Maryland Income Disparity Widens on National Reading Test
Bold Action Needed to Narrow Gap, Get Federal Funding

Executive Summary

Proficient 4th Graders

The reading proficiency gap between lower-income

and other Maryland students grew significantly in 50%
2009, based on national tests. Overall results % 40% 36% 37%
improved very modestly. To address achievement é
gaps and win federal funds, Maryland must take e 30% | -
bold action to provide equal access to talented staff = 20% |
and early interventions to all struggling students. % 0
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The National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) is given to a sample of students in each

state every two years. Reading results for 2009 were 2007 2009
recently released.

Proficient 8th Graders

Findings

The proficiency gap among low-income and other 50%
students in Maryland grew. For eighth graders, the
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income achievement gap increased significantly, by S
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6 percentage points, going from a 22-percentage- e 30% -

point difference in 2007 to a 28-percentage-point = o

difference in 2009. For fourth graders, the gap § 20% -

widened from 30 to 31 percentage points. The £10% -

achievement gap between white and African- A~

American students remained large and nearly 0%

unchanged, at 32-percentage-points in fourth grade

and 31-percentage-points in eighth grade. 2007 2009

Income Achievement Gap Discussion
E‘ o 8th Grade Reading The results continue to show that the passing marks
3 30% 28% on Maryland tests is far lower than national tests. On
E the Maryland School Assessment (MSA), 87 percent
= =0 of fourth graders were proficient, compared to 37
s 25% 0 percent on the NAEP. Similarly, 80 percent of eighth
) 22% graders were proficient on the MSA compared to 36
% 20% percent on the NAEP.
The percent of students who are proficient on the
2007 2009 MSA is almost the same as the percent of students

Overall proficiency rates increased modestly from who are basic on the NAEP. For eighth grade, 77

2007. Proficiency rates among fourth graders percent of students are basic or better on the NAEP,
increased by one percentage point, from 36 to 37 compared with 80 percent proficient or better on the
percent. In eighth grade, proficiency increased by MSA. For fourth grade, 70 percent of students are
three percentage points to 36 percent, up from 33 considered basic or better on NAEP, compared to 87
percent. percent of students considered proficient or better on
the MSA.
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NAEPvs. MSA - 4th Grade Recommendations
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National vs. State Standards
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