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Young Minority, Low-Income Limited English Proficient Students Lag in Literacy

Prekindergarten, Targeted Interventions Can Help Close Gaps

Executive Summary

Minority, low-income and Limited English
Proficient students in Maryland lag behind their
peers in literacy skills from an early age, setting the
stage for ongoing achievement gaps. Improved
access to quality prekindergarten programs can help
more children enter school ready to read. Targeted,
personalized interventions in the early grades can
help struggling readers catch up before it is too late.

Background

Children who begin school ready to learn are likely
to continue on a path of success. A preliminary
study from the Maryland State Department
Education found that “fully ready” kindergartners
are eight times more likely to later score in the
advanced range on the Maryland School Assessment
(MSA) than the least ready kindergartners.'

Early literacy skills are among the most important
skills that children develop before and during the
early years of school. Children are unlikely to
become strong readers if they have not become
proficient readers by the third grade.

Maryland students’ literacy and early reading skills
are assessed in kindergarten and then in third grade.
As a result of increased access to quality early
childhood education and parental awareness, more
children are entering school with basic literacy
skills. In 2001-02, only 36 percent of entering
kindergartners were rated as “fully ready” in the
language and literacy domain, compared to 62
percent in 2008-09.2

Despite this progress, significant gaps in school
readiness remain. Minority, low-income, and
Limited English Proficient students lag far behind
their peers as they enter kindergarten. When students
enter third grade, considered a critical transition year
for students’ reading success, these gaps remain.

! Maryland State Department of Education, Getting Ready:
What the 2008-2009 School Readiness Data Mean for
Maryland’s Children. (March 2009)

2 Maryland State Department of Education, Children Entering
School Ready to Learn 2008-2009.
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Findings

Gaps at School Entry

While 68 percent of White kindergarteners are fully
ready in the domain of language and literacy, 59

percent of their African-American classmates and 46
percent of their Hispanic peers are fully ready.

Kindergarten Readiness by Race

70%
60% 68%
50% 59%
40% 46%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Percent of Students Ready in Language & Literacy

Hispanic African American ~ White

Sixty-nine percent of middle and higher-income
children have the early literacy skills they need,
compared to 52 percent of lower-income
kindergartners.’

Kindergarten Readiness by Income
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Similarly, children new to the English language,
known as Limited English Proficient (LEP) students,
lag behind their English proficient peers by 20
percentage points.

3 Low-income defined as eligible for Free and Reduced-price
Meals or family income under 185 percent of the federal poverty
level.
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