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National Tests Show Maryland Needs To Help More Students Earlier

Despite Progress, Too Few Students Are Proficient

Executive Summary

Maryland students improved on the math portion of
the National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) in 2009. Yet, too few students are
proficient, particularly those who are minority or
economically disadvantaged. Schools can best help
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students by providing early, extra services to anypne percé:nt of higher income students,
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Background

The National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) is given to a sample of students in each
state every two years. Math results for 2009 were
recently released.

Findings

Forty-four percent of Maryland fourth graders were
proficient on the math NAEP in 2009, up from 40
percent in 2007. Maryland’s national rank increased
from 23" to 15™. Forty percent of Maryland eighth
graders were proficient on the math NAEP in 2009,
up from 37 percent in 2007. Maryland’s national
math rank increased from 11" to 9™
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There are large gaps in performance between
different groups of students. While 60 percent of
white fourth graders were proficient in 2009, only 21
percent of African-American students and 32 percent
of Hispanic students achieved at that level. Low-
income students also lagged behind, with only 20
percent of students proficient, compared to 59

state test

White eighth graders outperformed African-
American eighth graders by 41 percentage points on
the 2009 math NAEP. They also outperformed
Hispanic students by 30 percentage points. There
was a 33-percentage-point gap between low-income
and higher-income students.
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. Proficient 8th Graders
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Discussion

The NAEP is a more challenging test than
Maryland’s own tests, the Maryland School
Assessment (MSA). Eighty-nine percent of
Maryland fourth graders were proficient on the math
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MSA, compared to 44 percent on the math NAEP. ]

For eighth grade, 40 percent of students were
proficient on the math NAEP 2009; whereas, 67
percent of students were proficient on the MSA.
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One likely reason is that there are different
definitions of “proficiency.” Both the MSA and
NAEP have three levels of achievement: basic,
proficient and advanced. It appears that what the
State considers to be “proficient” would only be
considered “basic” under NAEP, and what the State
considers to be “advanced” would only be
“proficient” in NAEP.

The percentages of students who are proficient on
the MSA are similar to students who are only basic
on the NAEP. For fourth grade, 85 percent were at
least basic on the NAEP, compared to 89 percent
proficient on the MSA. Similarly, in eighth grade, 75
percent were basic or better on the NAEP, compared
to 67 percent on the MSA.
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