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1
 The Annie E. Casey Foundation in a recent report said 

that the proficiency level “is the closest to the level 

required by global realities.” It explicitly rejected using 

the basic level, “which indicates just partial mastery of 

prerequisite knowledge and skills.” Annie E. Casey 

Foundation, Early Warning! Why Reading By the End of 

Third Grade Matters (2010). 

 

                                                           
2
 Maryland is replacing its assessments with new ones 

developed with other states. These assessments are more 

likely to have proficiency levels similar to the NAEP. 
3
 In a recent study, Advocates for Children and Youth 

found that students in a sample of Baltimore City schools 

did not have access to intensive academic interventions; 

small group interventions were available, but it was not 

clear whether they were sufficient. Advocates for 

Children and Youth, Schools Can Provide Better 

Interventions for Struggling Readers (2010). 


